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From our Executive Headteacher
Dear Saint George's Parent,

There are a host of important items in this edition of the secondary phase newsletter 
including a number aimed at supporting parents over the summer holidays.

Thank you for your support during this hot weather.  It has seen the majority of pupils and 
families remain fully resilient and stoic in the face of some pretty high temperatures at 

times.  Despite this, all manner of activities have taken place including sports day, the colour 
run and reward trips for different year groups.  I am grateful to staff as ever at Saint George's 
for providing such a wealth of opportunities for pupils inside and outside of the classroom 

right across the school to develop character and promote wellbeing.  You will get to read 
about some of those in this edition.

During worship over the last week, I have been privileged to lead each community in a period 

of reflection in the secondary phase hall between 8:40-9:00am each morning.  You should 
know that, despite what some might say about 'the youth of today' (perhaps people have 
always used that phrase!), they have responded to this very well; being allowed the 
opportunity to share silence and reflection amidst all of the busy things that are encountered 

at that age, is rare indeed.  It re-enforced what I already believed of course, that young people 
care deeply, want the best for others and are able to reflect on themselves personally now 
and into the future.

The right course of action for the immediate future is to rest; a key Christian virtue, alongside 
the ones were share as a community.

We'll be ready in September to welcome secondary phase pupils back into school.  In the 
meantime, do stay safe and have a great summer.

Mr Murphy
Executive Headteacher
All Different, All Equal, All Flourishing



Chaplain’s Update
As we come to the end of another academic year, our worship theme this term has been one of 
self reflection and a chance to evaluate the extent to which we have been putting our values 
into practice, both as individuals and as a school community – have we been the Good 
Samaritans we strive to be?

Honest reflection is vital for us all to develop and reach our potential and to have the positive 
impact on others that we aim for.

Values Ambassadors in both phases have this term continued their projects in support of our 
local community. The Lower Thames Crossing team enjoyed an exciting site visit  and are 
currently sifting through the competition entries for the green space development at school, 
which the LTC team are keen to support us with.  In the Primary phase pupils ran a fundraising 
campaign for Christian Aid, putting all their leadership skills to test and deepening their 
understanding of how social change can be made.

It was my privilege this term to be part of the recruiting team for our new Student leaders 
ahead of the next academic year, both Y12s and Y5s stepping up to apply for these 
opportunities. All those applying demonstrated integrity and commitment to our ethos with 
fantastic ideas for impact they want to see in our school community and beyond; I am looking 
forward to working alongside them as they develop their leadership.

As well as looking forwards, this is also a term to reflect back on the year and, as I reminded 
the Year 6 pupils in their Church blessing service,  every ending is also a beginning, and we 
carry with us the lessons of our community as we step forward. 

I am grateful for Rev. Colin as he led an inaugural Staff Eucharist service this term, which was 
really appreciated by those who attended, taking pause amidst the busy few weeks to refresh 
and reset.

Whatever the summer break looks like for you, may it be a time that allows you time to pause, 
reflect and celebrate all that this year has brought us.

A blessing for us all:

May we be blessed with time to pause;
To breathe in peace, patience, joy and goodness,

To breathe out rush, fear, anxiety and pain.
May we be blessed with time to listen;

To hear the joy of fun and togetherness
Drown out the noise of negativity and worry.

May we be blessed with time to water the seeds of relationship and character;
And to see the growth and strength in all of our hearts and minds.

Amen



The School Day – Changes for September 2026



Sharing a love of reading across our school

This term, we were delighted to welcome back our Cross-Phase Reading Sessions, bringing 
together 10 of our fantastic Literacy Ambassadors from Saint George's Secondary Phase with 
selected pupils from the Saint George's Primary Phase.

After the huge success of our first session during World Book Day celebrations, we knew it was 
something we wanted to repeat. Once again, pupils met in the cosy Primary School Library, where 
each secondary student was paired with a younger reading partner.

The pairs began by enjoying the primary pupils' current reading books together before spending 
time browsing the library shelves to choose more stories to share. It was wonderful to see 
conversations flowing, confidence growing and smiles appearing as pupils discovered new books 
together.

Our Literacy Ambassadors especially enjoyed reading aloud to their younger partners, who listened 
with great enthusiasm and were eager to share their own favourite books in return. The sessions 
provided a lovely opportunity for pupils from both phases to build new friendships while 
celebrating the joy of reading.

We are incredibly proud of our Literacy Ambassadors, who demonstrated kindness, patience and 
encouragement throughout the morning, acting as excellent role models for our younger pupils. 
Seeing children of different ages connect through a shared love of books was truly heartwarming.
We hope this wonderful cross-phase initiative will continue to flourish next academic year, creating 
even more opportunities for our pupils to inspire one another and foster a lifelong love of reading.



We shoot to win

Huge congratulations to our fantastic Year 7 Netball team who won 
1st place in the Gravesham Netball League 2025-26

Year 7 A Team Positions

Olivia Parbery GA

Neave Parker WA

Adelaide Lovell GS

Fearne Fry WD

Darlie-Beau Asbury GD

Ruby Storey C

Abigail Brampah GK
Rihanna Tough GD



It doesn’t end there!!  Our amazing Year 9 team also  won 1st place in 
the Gravesham Netball League 2025026 for their age group

Year 9 Team

Khaleesi Nash C

Sophia Head WA

Ria Pannum Vice GS

Danaya Stantcheva Captain GA

Gracie-Jane Quigley WA

Jasmine Mann WD

Eva-Marie Simpson GD

Fikky Oni WD

Christiana Ukhueleigbe GK

Trinity Weston 
GK

Neither team lost a single game in the league.

Congratulations from the whole school community, you did us 
proud!



Year 9 Spelling Bee Crowns Two Champions!

The Year 9 Spelling Bee took place this term, following this academic year's new competition 
format. The event consisted of four rounds, beginning with Round 1 in English lessons, where 
every student in the year group took part. After some fantastic performances, the field was 

gradually narrowed down to just seven finalists.

This was the third Spelling Bee held this academic year, following the successful Year 7 
competition in Term 1 and the Year 8 competition in Term 3. Due to the recent heatwave, the 
final was moved from the school hall to the air-conditioned library, providing a much more 

comfortable setting for contestants and spectators alike. Parents and carers were invited to 
attend the final, alongside our Year 7 Excel students, creating a wonderful atmosphere of 
support and encouragement.

The finalists competed across three challenging rounds: Subject Vocabulary, Written Round, 
and Quick Fire. The standard was exceptionally high throughout, and the final proved to be 
one of the closest contests yet. At the end of the three rounds, two students were tied on 

points. Even after a tense head-to-head spell-off, there was no clear winner, resulting in the 
announcement of two worthy champions.

Congratulations to all of our finalists:

Runners-up
Michael W
Ben S
Mia C
Cameron A

Second Place
Grace J-H – winner of a £10 Amazon voucher

Joint Winners
Chase L-B and Manasvi V – each awarded a £20 Amazon voucher

Mr Baker attended the final to present certificates to all seven finalists, recognising their 

outstanding achievement and dedication throughout the competition.

Congratulations from Miss Sargant (Year 9 RSL) and Miss Cunningham (Literacy Lead) to 
everyone who took part in this year's Year 9 Spelling Bee. It was fantastic to see such 

enthusiasm, resilience and excellent spelling skills on display. We look forward to seeing the 
competition return next academic year!



Year 10 visit to the Gurdwara 

As part of their GCSE Religious Studies Sikhism unit, Some Year 10 students 
recently visited the local Gurdwara to deepen their understanding of Sikh 
beliefs and practices. 

During the visit, students were given a guided tour of the Gurdwara, where 
they learned about the significance of the prayer hall, Sikh symbols, and the 
importance of Seva (selfless service). 

A highlight of the trip was taking part in the Langar, the free community 
kitchen where everyone sits together to share a meal regardless of 
background or status. 

The visit provided students with a valuable opportunity to experience Sikh 
traditions first-hand and helped bring their classroom learning to life.



Congratulations Freddie!

Year 7 student Freddie Giles had a professional k1 fight at the end 
of June and won with a first-round stoppage.  It was a huge 

achievement, and he showed a brilliant display of sportsmanship.

Freddie is also using his fitness for good and has raised over £300 
recently for the Teenage Cancer Trust doing 100 press ups a day.

Fundraising is something Freddie is passionate about and last year 
he completed a plank challenge and raised £450 for GOSH.

Freddie’s parents and the school are very proud of his 
achievements.  

Congratulations Freddie!



Colour Run Brings our School Community Together

Our school community came together in spectacular style on Monday 20th July for our 
annual Colour Run, with pupils from both our Primary and Secondary phases taking part in 
a fantastic day of fun, laughter and fundraising.

This year's event was held in support of Blake's Pink Promise, a charity that is incredibly 
close to the hearts of our school community.

While we are still counting the final donations, we are delighted to share that we believe we 

have surpassed last year's fundraising total—an incredible achievement that reflects the 
generosity and commitment of everyone involved.

A huge thank you goes to our wonderful parents, students, staff and supporters who helped 
make the event such a success.

The Colour Run was a fantastic way to celebrate the end of another successful school year, 
leaving us with colourful memories, smiling faces and the knowledge that together we have 
made a real difference for a charity that means so much to us all.

Thank you once again for your incredible support. We can't wait to do it all again next year!



Celebrating Year 11

This term we celebrated our year 11 students after their last exam as a whole 
cohort. They had a special leavers assembly, watched their leavers video, 
collected their hoodies and we all signed some wonderfully designed shirts.

They have been absolutely superb this year, especially over the exam period.  

We are incredibly proud!





The Big Future

Dame Rachel de Souza, Children’s Commissioner for England has 
asked for our support in ensuring pupils from our school complete 
her vital national survey, The Big Future which can be found at:

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture 

It is crucial that she hears from as many children as possible in every 
school and college, in every community, across the country. If she 
does not hear from our pupils, their experiences, views and 
aspirations risk being missing when she presents the findings of her 
survey to the Government.

We would be grateful if you would please encourage your children to 
complete this (with your support if necessary) before the end of 
term.

Thank you for helping to ensure that the voices of children and 
young people at our school are heard before the summer holidays.

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture














Great British Summer Savings

Rising prices can make life's little treats harder to afford, especially during the school holidays when 
costs build up for families. This Government is determined to help, and that is why last month the 
Chancellor announced the Great British Summer Savings scheme.

From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the Government is temporarily cutting VAT from 20% to 5% on 
children's meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to cinemas, theatres, concerts and 
exhibitions, and admission to a wide range of attractions. Combined with free bus travel during 
August for children aged 5 to 15 in England, families and young people will be able to enjoy 
experiences that make summer special, including visits to the kinds of cultural and educational 
attractions that enrich children's lives outside the classroom.

The public are ready to get behind the scheme and are keen to take advantage of the discounts 
available. As trusted pillars of their communities, schools play a vital role in connecting families with 
important information.

We need you to help spread the word. So please share details of the Great British Summer 
Savings scheme through your newsletters, school apps, and other communications to parents and 
carers, so that the families in your school community know about the experiences they can enjoy this 
summer for less.

This forms part of a broader effort by the Government to ease financial pressures on families. From 
ending the two-child limit and expanding free school meals, to rolling out free breakfast clubs and 
delivering 30 hours of free childcare, this Government is taking action to put more money back into 
parents’ pockets and give every child the best possible start in life.

As part of this campaign, we have launched an attraction finder website which allows families to type 
in their postcode and find participating venues near them to make the most of summer savings. To 
use the attraction finder, please visit https://summersavings.gov.uk.

Businesses can find out more about the VAT reduction by visiting GOV.UK and searching 'Temporary 
reduced rate of VAT for family attractions'.

Yours sincerely,

RT HON BRIDGET PHILLIPSON MP
Secretary of State for Education

RT HON RACHEL REEVES MP
Chancellor of the Exchequer

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.service.education.gov.uk%2F0BBC8518567C8C66BD558DA935451A50150EBE3F23E605BD2D3A380A57117D8E%2F1652751649926D1D21F47268C83C2BFF%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7CBECHELLIL%40saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk%7C1045b3a2a64045993a8608dede696803%7Ccee1735c35a046bf915bc41c76a55b57%7C0%7C0%7C639192741513853677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GCkgQfenGL8w9XwGVcAAXdDgz0SKs0EIPFBogkwQNzA%3D&reserved=0




Get into Teaching



The Olive Grove – Breakfast Menu



The Olive Grove – New Street Vibe Food



The Olive Grove – Lunch Menu



Summer Safeguarding Bulletin

Safeguarding is always at the forefront of everything we do here at Saint George’s, and we continue 
to educate your children around contextual safeguarding and raise awareness around social media, 
active bystander approach, hate crime, drug awareness, knife crime, to name a few, by working 
closely with Kent Police.  We are open to any suggestions/recommendations that you, as 
parents/carers, may have to be explored further by external organisations/assemblies/workshops. 
Please do contact Lead DSL, Mr Cave, CaveE@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk  or Deputy Lead DSL, Mrs 
Alpnar, AlpnarK@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk  if you have any input that you would like us to source 
or cover for the new academic year 2026/27.

As we come to the end of this academic year, we reflect on some of the high’s that students at Saint 
George’s have encountered from September 2025 – July 2026: -

• Some brilliant school trips which included Disneyland Paris, Barcelona and Theme Parks. Some of 
these trips were residentials which always promotes excellent team building, enrichment, as well 
as raising self-esteem/confidence and always thoroughly enjoyed by students and staff

• Annual Ellenor Hospice Twilight Walk which we hosted here at Saint George’s for the first time in 
September 2024. This will be a developing trend for 2026, and we do hope that many of you, along 
with friends and family will sign up and come and join us in September 2026.  It is an honour to be 
able to work alongside our local charity, Ellenor Hospice and to fund raise and support them for 
the invaluable work that they do within the Community. In addition, 2 of our Year 10 students were 
interviewed by KMFM at the Ellenor Hospice to ask for their input on why they feel the Twilight 
Walk brings the local Community together

• Years 9, 10, and Year 12’s, received an extremely poignant assembly delivered by Martin Cosser, 
founder of Charlie’s Promise, in which he raised awareness of knife crime following the tragic 
death of his son to knife crime in July 2022.  Martin continues to tirelessly raise awareness and has 
recently been asked to join the Governments Team tackling knife crime within the UK.  

• Some of our students have been supported by Blake’s Pink Promise counselling services since the 
beginning of this year and have found their support to be invaluable.  In addition, we also utilise 
Elliot Holmes Memorial Fund EHMF, and Kent Emotional Wellbeing Team, EWT, to support our 
students mental and emotional wellbeing. If this is something you would like to explore further for 
your son/daughter, or you feel may support them,  then please do contact: - 
AlpnarK@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk, Mental Health Lead, or their respective Community Leader 
so that we can start the referral process.
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In addition to supporting our families with mental health and wellbeing, please see below ‘Parents A-Z 

Guide for Mental Health’ which you may find helpful and informative: -  

Parents' A-Z Mental Health Guide | Mental Health Advice | YoungMinds

Online safety – please read the below link of helpful and factual information relating to social 

media/online platforms to keep your son/daughter safe: -

Parental Controls booklet 

We wish you and your families a safe, relaxing holiday period and look forward to welcoming you all 

back in September 2026.

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide
https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Parental-Controls-booklet-2025.pdf


Out of Hours Safeguarding Contacts

For Immediate Safeguarding Concerns: -
• Please call The Front Door Team if you are concerned about the safety and wellbeing of a 

young person 03000 411111 or 03000 419191 (out of hours): -
• Call 111 option 2 for mental health/crisis team
• Call 101 if you suspect a crime
• Call 999 if there is a danger to life

If you are a student and are worried about your mental health or emotional wellbeing, you 
can: -

• Call NELFT for mental health support (24/7) 0300 555 1000  email: nelft.nhs.uk
• Call Childline for immediate support around a variety of issues 0800 1111  email: 

childline.org.uk
• Call FEARLESS 0800 555111 to report any crime or concern anonymously

Additionally, for any safeguarding concerns or worries, please contact:-

• CaveE@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk     
• AlpnarK@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk  
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Dates for your Diary

Term 1

Tuesday 1st September Staff Development Day

Wednesday 2nd September Staff Development Day

Thursday 3rd September Year 7 & 12 first day in school

Friday 4th September Term 1 starts

Friday 25th September Staff Development Day

Thursday 22nd October End of Term 1
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