
Phonics and Early 
Reading at SGP

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/
for-parents/ (The resources on this page will help you support your child 
with saying their sounds and writing their letters. There are also some useful 
videos so you can see how they are taught at school and feel confident about 
supporting their reading at home).

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


What we will cover during this 
session…

•How we teach phonics in our school and 
terminology explained
•Reading and spelling
•Tricky words
•Supporting your child at home with reading and 
phonics



What is Phonics?
•Knowledge of letters and the sounds they 
make. 

•Skills of blending these sounds together to 
read words.

•Skills of segmenting the sounds in a word and 
choosing the correct letters needed to spell it. 



making connections between the 
sounds of our spoken words and the 
letters that are used to write them 

down.

Phonics is:



How many times have you 
already read today?



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds Revised as 

our systematic, 
synthetic phonics (SSP) 

programme to teach 
early reading and 

spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



Terminology

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Terminology explained…
• Grapheme – (The letters that are used to record a sound)
How we write each of the spoken sounds. For 
example, ‘f’ can be written using the graphemes 
f, ff, and ph.
•Digraph – 2 letters that are used to record a sound
For example, ‘ch’ in the word chat.
• Trigraph – 3 letters that are used to record a sound
For example, ‘igh’ in word light.



Consonant digraphs- contain 2 consonants
Put together they make a new phoneme and are not heard 

individually 
e.g. ch th ll ck   sh (Special friends)

Vowel digraphs- contain 2 letters, at least one is a vowel 
e.g. ai   ee oa ar or   oy   ow  er (Special friends)

Split Vowel digraphs- ‘a_e’ as in cake or made.

Blend – joining sounds together to read a word – ‘c-a-t’ –
cat.

Segment – breaking a word down into its individual sounds 
(‘cat’ into c-a-t)



Sound buttons –
The markings we put underneath words to indicate 
sounds (a dot for a single sound and a line 
underneath letters which make a sound with 2 or 
more letters) 



Phonics is taught daily in school.



Phonics is taught daily in school.



Teaching order 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resou
rces/for-parents/ 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Blending to read words



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



Tricky words

https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=TvMyssfA
Ux0

https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=R087lYrR
pgY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRpgY


• Say the word.
• Segment the 
sounds.
• Count the sounds.
•Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions 
are: 
• timetabled three times a 
week; (decoding, prosedy and 
comprehension)
• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant
• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



Reading a book and chatting had a 
positive impact a year later on
children’s ability to…
• understand words and sentences
• use a wide range of vocabulary
• develop listening comprehension 

skills.
The amount of books children were 
exposed to by age 6 was a positive 
predictor of their reading ability 
two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  
A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J

Home learning sheets to 
recap weekly coverage.



Y1 Phonics Screening Check –

This is the national test children take in Y1 when 
they individually read 40 words to their teacher 
including real and ‘alien’ nonsense words. 
• Checks children’s phonic skills for blending for reading.
• Carried out in Year One, 1-1 by a teacher.
• Contains ‘real’ words and ‘nonsense’ words e.g. vet, vap
• It will assess phonic skills and knowledge learnt through 

Reception and Year 1. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-
assessments-practice-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials


Thank you for listening J

Any Questions…?


