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From our Executive Headteacher
Dear Saint George's Parent,

Thank you for your great support as ever as we enter this Easter time and 
(hopefully) some more spring-like weather.  Whether you have watched your 
children in Matilda or at the recent Aletheia Trust concert, contributed to our 
food bank and Easter egg appeals, ‘picked up’ or ‘dropped off’ for evening and 
Saturday sports fixtures, or attended Mothers Day or class assemblies, we 
really appreciate it.  

All of the above fit perfectly into our traditional school approach; something 
that we value greatly within our Church school community.  There is never 
enough space to detail the hundreds of activities  that do take place in any 
given term, but suffice it to say, this term has been no different.  

On this note I’d like to thank staff colleagues too; those who teach, those who 
support pastorally, with SEND and with safeguarding and those who help 
make this all happen in their varying administrative  capacities throughout our 
all-though school.  Likewise, our Trust colleagues and Governance team who 
support and challenge us to continually improve (of course!), but to always 
balance this with ensuring that we hold fast to our theologically rooted school 
vision, our tradition, and that we provide the best we can for our local 
community.   

So, as we go into a restful and peaceful Easter time, I hope our school values 
mean that we can CARE for ourselves and others, RESPECT all of the people in 
our community and SHARE our time and talents generously with others.

Mr Murphy
Executive Headteacher
All Different, All Equal, All Flourishing



Blake’s Pink Promise

Whilst all schools in England are required to have Mental Health Leads and many include a 
large number of staff who are trained to support in this crucial area, it is not currently a 
mandatory requirement for every person who works in a school to receive this crucial 
training.

Blake's Pink Promise have created a petition to Government to try and change this.  Please 
sign up at https://shorturl.at/UDB2l



Grief – Support Services

Here are some links to some wonderful services that may be able to provide 
some support and comfort to anyone who may be struggling. 

Get help - free, 24/7, confidential mental health text support service | Shout 

85258  (for speaking with someone about anything)
Text 'SHOUT' to 85258 here for you 24/7

Papyrus UK Suicide Prevention | Prevention of Young Suicide
Call: 0800 068 4141
Text: 88247
Email: pat@papyrus-uk.org (for suicidal thoughts)
Then there is Childline | Free counselling service for kids and young people | 
Childline

Cruse Bereavement Care provides a range of free confidential support for 
adults and children, as well as a list of organisations and sources of help 
relating to bereavement, including other telephone hotlines. Visit the Cruse 

Bereavement Support website here www.cruse.org.uk

Barnardo’s Child Bereavement Service - www.barnardos.org.uk/get-
support/services/child-bereavement-service-general

Hope Again - www.hopeagain.org.uk

CHUMS - http://chums.uk.com/kent-bereavement-service

Winston’s Wish - www.winstonswish.org

Holding On, Letting Go - https://holg.org.uk/ 

Slide Away - www.slideaway.org.uk

The Good Grief Trust - https://www.thegoodgrieftrust.org/

Untangle Grief - https://untanglegrief.com/ 

Child Bereavement UK - https://www.childbereavementuk.org/

Sue Ryder - https://www.sueryder.org/grief-support/services/ 

Amparo - https://amparo.org.uk/refer/ (Telephone 03300889255)
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Chaplain’s Update
This term we have dug deeper into our value of Share and there have been many opportunities to see 
pupils put that value into action – from sharing creative talents in the Matilda production and Trust 
concert, sharing passions and interests through World Book Day, to sharing their different faiths and 
beliefs through worship, and much more! 

We have shared together as a community this term through our school Eucharist services, it has been 
great to have Rev. Colin, the new vicar at St. Mary’s Church, lead these services for us and he has said 
that he feels most welcomed by us and is enjoying becoming part of our school community.
 
These services connect us with our deep roots as a school and provide space for personal and collective 
reflection.  Pupils shared in the setting up, readings, and we also had our inaugural performances from 
our full school worship band, who shared their exceptional gift of music.

We have also been sharing within our wider community, demonstrating our desire at Saint George’s to 
be Good Samaritans. We invited the leader of Gravesham Foodbank hub to talk with us in worship about 
the vital service that they provide, and then a small group of our Values Ambassadors were able to take 
our school donations to the Foodbank, learn more about the work of the volunteers, and undertake 
some volunteering themselves.  They are now committed to developing a plan to increase awareness 
and support as a school for this work.

Looker even wider, a number of pupils undertook the Big Lent Walk challenge. As a team they have 
committed to walking 200km throughout Lent and raising money for the work of Cafod across the 
world, working to combat poverty and provide life-saving clean water. The pupils have quietly 
committed to this challenge and, as we enjoyed reflective Easter walk as part of this, it was good to hear 
from them about their motivations and desire to have a big impact through these small actions.

As we approach the Easter break, I look forward to maybe seeing some of you for our Big Clean Up litter 
pick during the second week!

A prayer of blessing for us all as we prepare to enjoy a break and something of a different routine:

Dear God, 
May lighter days and signs of Spring remind us of the message of Easter.

May that message, one of radical hope and new beginnings, be a reminder we hold onto and share 
into the darkness of the world.

May we each care with compassion and share love and hope through our every word and action. 
Amen



Safeguarding - Online Safety

Children and young people today often see their online and offline lives as one and the same.

As technology evolves quickly, it can be hard to keep up – but regular, open conversations make a 
big difference.

There will be times when children need advice or support, especially when navigating the online 
world. They might come across harmful content or be contacted by someone they don’t know, 
which can be confusing or upsetting.

As a parent or carer, it’s important to step in when you feel they need a nudge in the right direction. 
Whether it’s about what they’re sharing, who they’re speaking to, or how they’re feeling online, 
consistent conversations help build trust and confidence.

Top tips for talking to children about staying safe online

1. Start with the positives
Being online can be a great way for children to learn, be creative, and stay connected with friends 
and family. Recognising these benefits helps keep conversations balanced and encourages 
confident, safe use of technology.

2. Find the right time and place
Choose a calm moment to talk, such as during a walk, car journey, or shared activity. Avoid starting 
the conversation when emotions are high or during a disagreement.

3. Use child-facing resources and advice
Support your conversation with age-appropriate tools, videos, or guides. These can help children 
understand key messages and make the discussion more engaging and relevant to their stage of 
development.

4. Ask about their experiences
Use open questions like:
‘Have you seen anything online that made you uncomfortable?’
‘Who do you chat with online?’
‘Are they people you know offline?’
‘How do you feel when using certain apps or games?’

5. Make it part of everyday life
These chats don’t need to be formal or one-off. Regular, relaxed conversations help children feel 
supported and more likely to speak up if something worries them.

As a family, try the quiz below
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/quiz/
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Out of Hours Safeguarding Contacts

For Immediate Safeguarding Concerns: -
• Please call The Front Door Team if you are concerned about the safety and wellbeing of a 

young person 03000 411111 or 03000 419191 (out of hours): -
• Call 111 option 2 for mental health/crisis team
• Call 101 if you suspect a crime
• Call 999 if there is a danger to life

If you are a student and are worried about your mental health or emotional wellbeing, you 
can: -

• Call NELFT for mental health support (24/7) 0300 555 1000  email: nelft.nhs.uk
• Call Childline for immediate support around a variety of issues 0800 1111  email: 

childline.org.uk
• Call FEARLESS 0800 555111 to report any crime or concern anonymously

Additionally, for any safeguarding concerns or worries, please contact:-

• CaveE@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk     
• AlpnarK@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk  

On behalf of the Safeguarding Team here at Saint Georges, we wish you a happy, holy and 

festive Easter period (with plenty of chocolate thrown in )
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Exam Guidance

Our year 11 and year 13 students will now be in the final stages of revision for their GCSE 

and A-Level exams this summer.  With this in mind it is strongly advised that all parents and 
carers are aware of the JCQ regulations that govern these exams across England.  

You are able to access all the relevant information by clicking the link below, which will take 

you to the exams section on the school website.  Here you will be able to download all 
necessary documents.  

https://www.saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Examinations&pid=185

All students have been emailed a copy of the JCQ Information for Candidates booklet.  This 
booklet gives clear guidance on the expectations for students during exam time.  Please 
download this and read through it with your young people so that both you and they are 

aware of the regulations.  

It is worth noting that in the 2025 exam season, 45% of the malpractice reports across 
England received by awarding bodies were students who had their mobile phone, air/ear 
pods or some sort of electronic device on their person.

Good luck to all our students who are sitting exams this summer.

Mrs Senior
Exams Officer
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Safeguarding - Exam Stress

As we SPRING into Term 5 our focus turns towards our Year 11 and 13 students whose GCSE 
and A level exams start with earnest.

Some useful tips around exam stress, personal wellbeing, anxiety are in the below links 
which may support your son/daughter over this challenging period: -

https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/feelings-and-experiences/tips-for-coping-
with-exam-stress/

https://www.healthforteens.co.uk/feelings/exam-stress/?location=Kent

https://www.place2be.org.uk/media/5nvihodn/navigating-exam-season-guide-for-
students.pdf

https://www.place2be.org.uk/media/pnxjiuwl/navigating-exam-season-guide-for-
parents.pdf 

Please do remind your son/daughter that they can access their teachers/Form 
Tutors/Community Leader/Head of Year/Mrs Alpnar for additional support: -

ThomasL@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk     RSL Year 11
AlpnarK@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk       Deputy Lead DSL/Mental Health Lead
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Saint George’s Celebrates World Book Day

Student and Staff Costume Competition

World Book Day was a non-uniform day for both students and teachers!

For a small donation, everyone was encouraged to dress up for the event or include a ‘nod’ to 
a favourite book as part of their outfit.

The money raised from the non-uniform day will be equally split between Coram Beanstalk 
(a national charity that trains volunteer reading mentors to support struggling readers in 
schools across the country) and our school library, where the funds will be used to stock our 
shelves with more books!

A huge thank you to our wonderful Sixth Formers, Sophie P and Amy G, for being our official 
photographers on the day.

Winners of the costume competition were:

o Bradley S – The Boy in the Dress
o Bella-Rose P – Rapunzel
o Rosie B – Sweeney Todd
o Team English
o Mr Daniels







Year 9 Excel Students Compete in the Oracy Cup

This term, our Year 9 Excel Group – made up of our high-attaining students – took part in 
the exciting Oracy Cup, a speaking competition designed to develop confidence, 
communication skills, and the ability to present ideas clearly to an audience.

Working with Ms Sargant, Miss Cunningham and Miss Payne, students attended three 
sessions focused on speech writing and oracy skills. During these sessions they explored 
how to structure an engaging speech, how to persuade an audience, and how to deliver 
their ideas with clarity and confidence.

Students were then challenged to select a topic they felt passionate about and to write a 
speech lasting around one and a half minutes over the half-term period. 

The range of topics chosen by students was impressive and reflected a wide variety of 
interests, including:

• Why we should do sport regularly
• Should schools have more PE lessons?
• Is AI harmful?
• The psychology of first impressions
• Should social media be banned for teenagers?
• Why there should be more dog shelters in the UK
• Should athletes train in ballet?
• Gender roles in society
• Animal testing
• The evolution of music and its benefits
• The psychology behind killers



In-school Competition
The speeches were first judged internally by Miss Cunningham, Mr Baker and Miss Payne, 
who were extremely impressed by the quality of ideas and delivery demonstrated by the 
students.

We are delighted to announce the winners of the in-school competition:

 1st Place – Jiya Luthra
 2nd Place – Mia Lawrence
 3rd Place – Micah Woodward

These students all received certificates and prizes during the Year 9 assembly.

NATIONAL WINNERS!
All speeches were then submitted to Charlton Athletic Football Club, where they were judged 
as part of the wider Oracy Cup competition. 

We are delighted to celebrate the success of three of our Year 9 students - Ben Smith, Jude 
Curtis and Jiya Luthra - who have been awarded 3rd place in the national Oracy Cup 2026 
competition.

The competition received over 200 entries from secondary schools, with judges praising the 
high standard of communication, content and clarity across submissions. Achieving a prize-
winning place is therefore a fantastic accomplishment, and we are extremely proud of how 
Ben, Jude and Jiya represented Saint George’s.

As part of their prize, the students have been awarded football match tickets to see Charlton 
FC.

Congratulations to Ben, Jude and Jiya on this fantastic achievement.



Disney Magic!

On 13th February, 65 students and 7 staff set off on a Humanities trip with a Disney twist. 
Armed with snacks, passports, and plenty of excitement, we travelled by coach and ferry 
before finally arriving at our hotel on Friday evening; just in time to refuel with some well-
earned pizza in Disney Village!

Saturday was our full Disney day, and there was a buzz of excitement in the air! Students 
explored both parks, taking on everything from the twists of Crush’s Coaster to the drops of 
Tower of Terror and the chaos of Big Thunder Mountain. It was a day of queues, laughter, and 
questionable Disney shop purchases and somehow, the weather held out for us.

Sunday reminded us we were, in fact, on a Humanities trip, as we swapped rollercoasters for 
real-world geography, history and RE in a very wet (and slightly snowy) Paris. Students 
experienced the city through its shops, streets, cathedrals, and a scenic cruise along the River 
Seine, seeing famous landmarks from a completely different perspective. It was a brilliant 
opportunity to connect what we learn in the classroom to the real world—just with slightly 
soggier shoes.

A huge thank you to all students, who behaved impeccably throughout and truly represented 
the school with pride.



Year 8 Spelling Bee Final

On Friday 27th March, our Year 8 students showcased their impressive spelling skills in the 
highly anticipated Spelling Bee Final, in front of an audience of their families and a number 

of our Year 9 students.  The event marked the culmination of weeks of competition, 
determination, and linguistic excellence.

The journey began in English lessons, where the entire Year 8 cohort took part in the first 
round. From this, 24 talented students progressed to the Quarter Final. The competition 
intensified through the Quarter Final and Semi Final stages, with students demonstrating 
exceptional focus and perseverance as they tackled increasingly challenging words. 

From these rounds, eight outstanding contestants earned their place in the Grand Final:  
Amber V, Dylan M, Ebuwa O, Gurseerat K, Henry K, Kevin J, Melissa J-B and Noble B.

The Final itself consisted of three exciting rounds: a Subject Vocabulary round, testing 
students’ knowledge across the curriculum; a Written Round of eight tricky words; and a 
thrilling Quick Fire lightning round, where contestants took it in turns to spell as many 
words as they could within 60 seconds.

All finalists performed brilliantly, making it a very close and exciting competition. 

Congratulations go to Melissa J-B, who was crowned the overall winner and awarded a £20 
Amazon voucher. A special well done also to our runners-up, Gurseerat K and Henry K, who 
each received a £10 Amazon voucher.

Prizes were presented by Mr Murphy, who praised all participants for their hard work, 
courage, and enthusiasm throughout the competition.

This year’s Spelling Bee was a fantastic celebration of literacy and student achievement, and 
we are incredibly proud of all those who took part!

















Get into Teaching



The Olive Grove – Breakfast Menu



The Olive Grove – New Street Vibe Food



The Olive Grove – Lunch Menu



Polite Reminder

Please do not enter the primary phase car park to drop-off 
children attending the secondary phase.  This causes a lot of 
congestion at the primary phase.

Instead, please drop your children off in Westcott Avenue 
and they can walk through the primary phase gate to enter 
the secondary phase. 

Thank you for your co-operation.



Dates for your Diary

Term 5

Monday 20th April Term starts

Thursday 23rd April Year 9 Pathways Evening

Friday 1st May Stratford Field Trip (Year 10 Geography)

Year 9 vaccinations

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday

Wednesday 6th May District Athletics (Years 7, 8, 9 & 10)

Friday 8th May Year 13 Leaver’s Event

Friday 22nd May Term Ends
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