Sixth Form
Prospectus

Welcome

to Saint George’s Church
of England School
I am delighted that you are considering Saint George’s

curriculum to allow each student to realise their potential

Church of England School Sixth Form for your son/

and achieve their very best. Although we are a Church

daughter’s future education. The choice of Sixth Form

of England School that does not mean you have to attend

is one of the most significant decisions that parents,

church to obtain a place. In fact it is part of the character

guardians and young people have to make.

of our distinctive ethos that we welcome those of other
faiths, and of no faith. We respect the beliefs of others

Our school has had a Church foundation since 1580

and expect the same for Christian teachings and our

reflecting the long history of the involvement of the

school ethos. We want all students to have learnt new

Church of England in the education of local communities.

skills, to have developed their talents and with this a love

In an ever changing world our students need a powerful

of learning making them confident, articulate, sensitive,

sense of who they are and where they come from. We

caring citizens for the future.

think tradition is something to celebrate, not to ignore.
We consider our school to be highly inclusive; welcoming

Our distinctive Christian character is at the heart of all

students of all backgrounds and beliefs unified by our

we do as we aim to develop each student’s spirituality

commitment to their well-being and sense of achievement.

and provide them with a strong moral code to ensure
that they are well behaved, have pride in themselves

I am immensely proud of what we continue to achieve

and the school and show respect for others.

here at Saint George’s. We have developed a reputation
as a high achieving school providing excellent outcomes

Our motto ‘All Different, All Equal’ emphasises our

for all students both academic and in terms of personal

Christian belief that the God-given talents of all students

growth. We do have exceptionally high expectations

should be encouraged and developed, recognising and

of how our students behave, speak and present

valuing their unique worth. Our ethos places emphasis

themselves. This is underpinned by our Christian values,

on tolerance, service and compassion; thankfulness

our worship and school ethos. Everyone who wishes to

and hope, and respect for the earth as God’s creation.

learn is welcome.

Above all, we believe in the potential of each student
to succeed, recognising that Jesus cared equally for all

We value our comprehensive intake including boys and

people, regardless of race, gender or social background.

girls believing that this best reflects the world we live in.
Indeed visitors most often comment upon the profound
sense of community within the school.
Our design for pastoral and academic mentoring ensures
that we know all members of our community well which
enables us to provide the appropriate support and

Stephen Carey
Headteacher

Joining
Sixth Form
In Year 11 your study is closely supervised;
in the Sixth Form you will have more freedom
to show initiative, undertaking research and
reading around your subjects. One of our
aims in the Sixth Form is to help you cope
with this change effectively.
You will be given bridging materials before
you start in our Sixth Form so you can
effectively make the transition to this higher
level of study.
You will be expected to do a considerable
amount of work in addition to the taught
lessons. Some of this work you will be able
to do in independent study periods during
the school day. The remainder will be done
at home.
We have over 200 students at present, the
majority of whom have come through the
school with an increased number of external
entrants joining this year.

“The sixth form is good.
Students achieve well and
make a positive contribution
to the life of the school”
Ofsted

“I started SGS in Year 7 so I
knew the structure of a typical
day, the teachers and the ways
of learning so I felt comfortable
with everything and everyone
but more than that, when I
joined the Sixth Form I saw
how well my peers accepted
the external students and how
quickly they became part
of our SGS family”
Emma, Year 13

Support
and guidance
As a Sixth Form student at Saint George’s Church of
England School, you are offered a wealth of academic
and pastoral support from both the staff and student
body. The Sixth Form Team are on hand to support
and guide students through their Key Stage 5 career,
delivering a well-rounded, enriching experience to
help students reach their full potential.
In addition to staff support, a student body is in place

The perfect
combination
Students soon feel at home in our Sixth Form’s friendly
and supportive environment. Our teachers are always
available to offer the advice and guidance you need
to help you adapt to the new challenges and more
independent way of studying that A-levels and Technical
Awards bring. We believe that we offer the ideal
preparation for life beyond the Sixth Form, through the
perfect combination of good teaching, comprehensive

to support and help lead the Sixth Form who include the
Head Boy & Girl, Deputy Head Boy & Girl, and the Sixth
Form Committee who liaise with the Sixth Form Team
and meet weekly to ensure the Sixth Form cohort are
being listened to and guided effectively.
We have a tutor programme in place to develop our
students’ social and study skills. Pathway and progression
guidance is also offered and an education into British
and Christian values. Within this our Year 13 students
mentor Year 12 students and offer support with transition
into Sixth Form life. In addition to this programme,
the entire Sixth Form cohort meet fortnightly for a
community assembly.

support and guidance, large grounds and a strong
Christian focus on the values of compassion, hope,
respect (for creation), service and thankfulness. Our
consistently improving results year on year show that
we have high expectations of our students and that we
provide an environment in which students can meet
those expectations. We believe strongly in the value
of each individual student. You will have a dedicated
personal tutor who you will see daily to discuss your
progress. Their role is to push, stretch and support you.
They also advise you on progression to employment
and Higher Education.
Your subject teachers, form tutor and the Sixth Form
Team will provide you with all the support you need to
make a successful transition to A-level study. Successful
whole class teaching will be complemented by small
group and individual ‘study’ periods to help develop
your independent study skills, crucial for university
study and the world of work.

“Achievement in the sixth
form is good”
Ofsted

A typical day in the
life of a Sixth Former
at Saint George’s…
My Thursday
7:20
8:40

Time to get up and get ready for school!
School starts promptly and we go to our

designated form rooms to register
8:50

Period one starts and today I have double

Film Studies. At the moment we are studying movies
that cause a dramatic emotional response – we have
recently begun analysing ‘Fury’ starring Brad Pitt
9:50
10:50

Period two starts for the rest of the school
Break Time! In these twenty minutes we are able

to buy food at the school canteen, ‘The Olive Grove’, or
we can leave the school grounds to visit the newsagent
and bakery on Singlewell Road. Most students sit in the

14:50

The last lesson of the day. Depending on the

time of the week the form groups, named Salisbury,
York, Rochester and Canterbury retrospectively,
either stay in their form rooms or go to Church or Hall
for worship. Period 6 lasts twenty minutes. I’m off to
visit my mentee in Year 12
15:10

The end of the school day, however there are

classes and clubs after school if you still want to stay;
for example every Friday there is Debate Club, set up
by the Sixth Form students
16:00

Outside of school I am a part of the Gifted

Young Gravesham Committee at The Gr@nd. I
strongly suggest extra-curricular activities like this

Sixth Form rooms

or after school clubs as it can lead to so many more

11:10

statements and CVs

The end of break calls for the start of period

3 where I actually have another, singular, Film Studies
lesson, covering the other side of the course. Only a
few lessons ago did we finish watching ‘Catch Me If
You Can’, starring Leonardo DiCaprio, which we are

opportunities and will look great on your personal

18:00

After the GYG Committee meeting its time

to head home to finish homework, study and rest
for the next day!

now analysing. As you can see we watch a diverse
range of films, old and new, and over the next few
months we will watch a number of silent 1920s films
and do a close study of ‘Fight Club’ with both teachers
12:10

The start of period 4 but I don’t actually have

a lesson in this hour. As a Sixth Former we have free
periods that are typically used to do extra study or
homework. There are various rooms in the Sixth Form
area that you can go to and use, for instance the
computer room
13:10

Lunchtime! Similarly to break, we can visit

“This year has been a major turnaround for me at
Saint George’s and it has helped me gain confidence
and various new skills. I began studying subjects
that I was interested in and felt I could succeed in;
plus, I have been greatly encouraged to pursue
every new opportunity that has come my way. The

the shops or canteen and go and sit in the Sixth Form

recognition we get here at SGS is outstanding. I have

areas or on the field in summer to hang out with

just been informed that the Director of Sixth Form

friends or study. Lunchtime lasts for 50 minutes

and Head teacher, have put me forward for the Kent

13:50

The start of period 5 where I also have

another free period. Usually I catch up on homework
or I write up my notes from previous lessons

PRIDE award; an award based on the Olympic and
Paralympic values!”
Emma, Year 13

Enrichment
A range of challenging enrichment activities helps to
ensure that your personal development can match your
academic achievements and you will leave us as a wellrounded individual.
You have the opportunity to get involved in a number
of different groups and clubs in school. There is an elected
Sixth Form Committee who organise a number of events
and who are responsible for many of the day-to-day
affairs. In addition, you are invited to contribute to the
wider school community: coaching sports teams, assisting
younger children with learning or personal difficulties or by
accepting a greater degree of responsibility as Sixth Form
Prefects. You can volunteer to support and work in various
departments in the school such as the EAL department and
the performing arts department as a technician. You may
also be interested in joining groups such as the debating

“I decided on attending
Sixth Form because I knew
I needed to go somewhere
that would allow me to
excel in both academic
and social surroundings
and SGS seemed the only
appropriate place for that”
Tom, Year 13

team and sixth form football, rugby and netball teams.

Next steps
The Sixth Form Team support and guide students
extensively throughout Year 12 and Year 13 to aid
students in their next pathway. The support provided
includes, university visits and talks in school by
universities and other career organisations to help
students make more informed choices.
As a result a growing number of students have secured
places with the top 25 universities including Oxford
and Cambridge. 99% of students gained their first
choice university this year. Students who do not apply
to university are provided with targeted one on one
support with their tutors and the Sixth Form Team to
aid with completing applications and producing CVs
and covering letters.

Standing out
from the crowd
Message from the Head Boy
I joined Saint George’s last year as a Sixth Form student
and it still seems like yesterday that I arrived at the taster
day… but it’s safe to say that from that day, I have truly
enjoyed every moment. As an external student from a local
Grammar school, I wanted to move to a school that I could

departments are always open to suggestions of new
groups, clubs and communities to form.
It is an enormous privilege to be the Head Boy and I
am incredibly proud of being chosen to represent all
the students in Saint George’s and act as a role model
to the next generation.

experience high levels of teaching alongside a close-knit
community spirit that wants to achieve the best. For that
reason, I recognised that Saint George’s was the school
to offer that.
At Saint George’s, the most evident thing for me is the
varied amount of support every student gets from their
teachers and peers. Students in all year groups are
challenged to be the best they can be, this makes us strive
for the best, resulting in high academic success and creating
a well-motivated and happy group of students.
What I love about the school is that they offer a wide

Message from the Head Girl
My years at Saint George’s have been years of immense
personal growth. When I started, I would never have
imagined myself achieving such excellent results and
becoming Head Girl.
With the help of the amazing staff and some personal
determination, I truly exceeded all my expectations.

range of opportunities for students from debating clubs,

I am so lucky to be a part of this school; they encourage me

gymnastics to even having a F1 Sixth Form team that

to strive for more, and to be hungry for success. I owe a lot

consists of the top Physics, Maths and Technology students.

to Saint George’s and I hope one day I can come back even

This doesn’t stop there, as the teachers in respective

more successful and even more grateful.

How to apply
Supplementary information sheets have been included
outlining the Sixth Form application process, entry
requirements and key dates for the year.
All applications are made through www.ucasprogress.com.

Meadow Road, Gravesend, Kent, DA11 7LS
01474 533082
www.sgsce.co.uk

